
 

 

Minutes: KHS PPO Executive Committee Meeting 8/23/15 
 

Present:   Donna Anderson, Kari Baker, Jennifer Baynham, Kari Carmody, Anne Carpenter, Liz Colon, Amy 
Connelly, Kathy Davis, Chris Desloge, Melissa Ewen, Daryl Fagan, Kim Henze, Leslie Huggins, Hope 
Johnson, Grace Jones, Kevin Miller, Ginny Moore, Kristi Peck, Michelle Pokorny, Lori Rose, Lori Roseman, 
Paula Russell, Lynn Schaezler, Liz Schulze, Anne Skelton, Elizabeth Strevey, Terri Waters, Caroline Young, 

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:20 p.m. Paula Russell and Elizabeth Strevey welcomed all 
meeting attendees.  Introductions of all participants were made.   
 
Minutes:  The minutes from the June combining meeting and the July meeting of the KHS PPO Board of 
Directors were reviewed and approved as written. 
 
PPO Structure:  In order to comply with legal requirements for a not-for-profit organization, legal counsel for 
the District worked with the PTO and MC leadership to craft a structure that allows for a “the buck stops here”  
Board of Directors (5 officers: Paula Russell, Michelle Pokorny, Anne Skelton, Leslie Huggins and Kari Baker) 
and permits and encourages the formation of the Executive Committee comprised of the chairs of all of the 
functions and committees and all officers of the PPO.  In general, most business will be conducted by the 
Executive Committee. However, should there be a problem, the BOD will be held accountable.  
 
Communications: Communications Coordinator Anne Skelton shared how she plans to disseminate 
information via email, maybe mail chimp, school messenger, Facebook, Twitter, etc.  All information needs to 
be sent to Anne and she will post.  It is also asked that you copy Elizabeth and Paula, the Co-Presidents, for 
their review and so they are aware of the information going out.  Importantly, information needs to be timely, 
especially for upcoming events and thanking volunteers. 
 
~The Facebook site is Kirkwood High School Pioneer Parents Organization. 
~Twitter feed is KHS PPO.   
Anne encouraged everyone (and friends) to join these two social media sites to get updates about KHS PPO.  
 
Financials: Treasurer Leslie Huggins reviewed the budget for the 2015-2016 school year.   
 ~While we are getting close to reaching our original bare-bones budget for 2015-16, only 7% (121) of 
the 1642 + KHS families have donated.  The goal is to increase the participation level, and exceed the original 
budget goal, which was set simply by merging the two organization’s budgets from last year. It is hoped that at 
Open House more families will contribute to the many efforts the PPO will undertake on behalf of all KHS kids 
and staff.   
 ~It was agreed that sending out a mailing, although costly, helps with our fundraising and is worth the 
extra cost.  Next year the PPO will have its own indicia at the Post Office and will be eligible for even lower rate 
postage. (his year we paid bulk rate.)  
 ~After Grad Party (AGP)- Leslie explained the policy going forward relative to any AGP excess:  each 
year $2000 will automatically go towards the reunion fund for the graduating class, and $1000 will go to the 
incoming freshman class as a start up to their fundraisers.  Everyone agreed this was a good plan going 
forward so that all classes are created equal. 
 ~The PPO’s tax exempt letter, the new Reimbursement Policy and a Reimbursement Form were 
distributed, and everyone was encouraged to use the tax exempt form when making purchases for PPO events 
and efforts.  The policy and reimbursement form will be available on the website.   
 
Supply Closet:  General supplies are still in the old PTO closet (with the electrical panel) next to the Resource 
Officer’s office, but additional items, such as those for Staff Appreciation, are located in the old school store 
area.  Those running Informational Coffees should be able to find tablecloth rolls, napkins and Styrofoam small 



 

 

cups in the  closet next to the Resource Officer’s office. Stirrers may need to be bought along with sugar and 
creamer. 
 
Open House : Michelle Pokorny, VP, announced the plans for Open House on Thursday, August 27th.  Many 
PPO committees will be set up from 6-7 to help to spread the word about what’s going on at KHS, trying to get 
more parents involved.  Additionally, Buzz Books and Planners will be sold and PBI and other organizations 
such as KOPA, Theater Production Co. , KSDF and KB2 will be in attendance. 
 
She further elaborated on Intro to KHS Night which is planned for October 1st.  Michelle and Kari met with the 
principals at KHS to get planning underway.  PPO will be there to welcome families and answer any questions 
for new families interested in KHS. PPO’s role is mainly related to publicity for the evening.  
 
eScrip - Kristi Peck and Lori Roseman are working on getting our organization name changed with Escrip so 
the profits come directly to the new PPO rather than to Mothers Club. (We will not lose any funds but the 
transfer has yet to take place.)   They will also help to promote the restaurant fundraiser nights throughout the 
year that are at CPK and Raising Cane’s.  Dates for those have been set and are on the calendar.   

Future PPO Meeting Dates are listed on the calendar.  The agenda will be emailed 5 days prior to a meeting.  
There are 5 meeting dates throughout the school year.  Sept 3 is the first meeting.  Dr. Williams will be present 
at this first meeting.  Everyone was encouraged to attend.  Minutes for each meeting will be distributed by the 
recording secretary, Kari Baker, within 1 week of the meeting.  Committee Chairs are requested to attend and 
report, if necessary. If a Chair cannot attend but has a report to deliver, please email to either Paula or 
Elizabeth so that the report can be given at the meeting. 
 
Open Positions:  There are still some leadership positions open for various PPO committees.  PPO is 
especially in need of a Trivia Chair for 2017.  It was noted that it is helpful to recruit friends to get involved with 
you. 
 
Updates from Class Reps.  Each Class Rep gave an update on where they stood and what was going on 
with their class.  The class Reps will meet with BOD before the coffees to check in and to offer help if needed.  
 ~Freshman Class noted that their first event, a wine tasting, is coming up on November 12th at 
Grapevine Wines from 6-8.  Tickets are $30 each.  This is the first freshman fundraiser. 
 ~Senior Class reps and AGP Chair Hope Johnson reported that they are in great financial position for 
their AGP. 
 ~Junior Class is in need of a Trivia Night Chair and some ancillary fundraising.  Survival Kits were 
suggested. 
 ~Sophomore Class looking at wrapping paper sales and perhaps a social at the VFW. 
  
School Store:  Anne Carpenter reported the new store is open and looks fabulous!  A huge thank you goes 
out to the St. Louis Closet Company for donating all the shelving.  The store has new items, so everyone is 
encouraged to check them out.  They will also open an online store very soon.   
 
Freshman Class Request: A request was made for a Glossary of PPO terms like AGP and APP with 
definitions of their functions and expected efforts. It will be forthcoming…soon.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:39 p.m.    
 
The next meeting will be September 3rd, 6:30 p.m. in the Kirkwood High School Library.  
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Kari Baker, Recording Secretary, 2015-16 KHS PPO    
  To be reviewed and approved at 9/3/15 KHS PPO Meeting 


