Curriculum
Review Council
Part II: Social Studies Electives at KHS

February 27, 2020

For Your Review
February 6

• Grades 6-8 English/
Language Arts
• Grades 9/10 English

February 27

• Psychology
• Sociology
• Economics
• Contemporary Issues
in Modern America
• Black Experience in
America

Questions to Consider
• What are you excited about related to
this proposed curriculum work?

• What constructive feedback do you
have for the group working on this
curriculum revision?

• What questions would you like to pose
to the presenter or teacher group
working on this curriculum revision?

https://tinyurl.com/ksd-crc

Our
Mission

Students of the Kirkwood School District will think critically and
creatively, driven by a sense of wonder, connection, and joy.

Our
Vision

Working together, we will ensure that all students are
prepared for success — now and in their future.

Teaching Toward Future-Ready Skills
Wellness,
Joy, & Hope
Connec0on &
Collabora0on
Flexible
Thinking

• Are physically and mentally healthy, prepared to live a lifestyle of wellness
• Possess the conﬁdence and adap9ve skills to take risks, work hard, and be resilient in the face of challenges.
• Use visual and performing arts to inspire thinking, communicate ideas, and be@er understand the world around them
• Build and maintain healthy rela9onships, demonstra9ng kindness, respect, character, and integrity
• Are empathe9c learners and leaders, with the ability to understand others’ needs and the poten9al impact of their
ac9ons on those around them
• Skilled at working with others – in person and via technology – to collaborate around ideas, accomplish tasks, and
advance new learning.

• Think cri9cally and crea9vely about ideas to ﬁnd and solve problems across a wide range of situa9ons
• Leverage technology ﬂexibly to access informa9on, collaborate, make/create, and communicate ideas
• Capitalize on mistakes and failures to advance thinking, learning, and understanding
• Use design thinking and itera9on to explore complex issues
• Manage cogni9ve load to eﬀec9vely process new informa9on

Disciplinary
Literacy &
Applica0on

• Read, write, and ques9on to ac9vely understand and discern ideas, within and across disciplines
• Apply knowledge from mul9ple disciplines to new and unpredictable situa9ons
• Ac9vely make use of media literacy and digital ci9zenship skills

Global
Ci0zenship

• Serve as global ci9zens, with an apprecia9on for diverse cultures/ideas and a commitment to inclusion and equity
• Engage in eﬀorts to improve one’s community – locally and globally – through service, advocacy, and civic responsibility
• Serve as stewards of our environment, with a sense of connectedness to and responsibility for our planet

Literacy – Numeracy – Scien9ﬁc Literacy — Financial Literacy – Cultural & Civic Literacy

Today’s Work
Culture
Equity
Wellness
Windows & Mirrors
How do our students have regular
opportunities to see themselves and
others in the curriculum, represented in
authentic and respectful ways?
Cultural Responsiveness
How does our curriculum lead to and
build upon culturally responsive
teaching and learning?

Integrated SEL
How does the curriculum present
regular opportunities for students
to grow skills that are key to social
and emotional well-being?
Teaching Strategies
How does the curriculum
encourage use of instructional
practices that promote SEL, such
as cooperative learning and
project-based learning?

Purposeful Attention to
• Windows & Mirrors
• Culturally Responsive Instruction
https://www.culturallyresponsive.org/

Commitment to Embedded Social & Emotional Learning

https://casel.org/

CRC Look Ahead
• February 6 & February 27 - Examining each area
through lens of culture, equity, and wellness

• April 9 - Progress update and feedback; final

reports for approval by Board of Education
➡ Our May 6 meeting will be cancelled; we should be able to
squeeze all reports into the April 9 meeting.

KHS Social Studies
Curriculum Development
2019-2020
Grades 10 - 12
Semester Elective Courses

KHS Social Studies Curriculum Development
Thus far, all individual courses have (to varying extents):
❏ Identiﬁed a scope & sequence of curriculum (units
of study) for the semester.
❏ Aligned curriculum coursework to state & national
standards and big ideas.
❏ Identiﬁed unit essential questions, enduring
understandings, and unit power standards.
❏ Outlined unit assessments.

KHS Social Studies Curriculum Development
● The curriculum writing team has met for
three full days in the 2019-2020 school year:
October 28, November 18, & February 18.
○

See previous presentation for a summary of curriculum
work completed on Oct. 28 & Nov. 18.

● On February 18, the team met to
intentionally examine & review the
coursework they’ve completed thus far
through the lenses of cultural equity and
social-emotional learning.

2019-2020 KHS Social Studies
Courses in Development:
Economics
▲
Sociology
▲
Contemporary Issues &
Project-Based Historical Inquiry
▲
Black Experience in America
▲
Psychology

Curriculum Framework & Considerations (SEL)

Across our individual courses, we want our students to...
...learn how to allocate time,
advocate for themselves, deal
with setback, ﬁnd & utilize
resources, and achieve goals in
both cooperative and individual
projects.

...connect feelings to behaviors
and understand that actions
have consequences.

...connect the curriculum to their
own personal lives, feelings, and
experiences.

...build responsibility and
autonomy in their
decision-making & learning
processes.

...build content knowledge
through collaboration and
sharing.

...collaborate in groups where they are
encouraged to consider the perspectives and
thought processes of their peers.

...communicate clearly,
eﬀectively, and in a respectful
manner - speaking and
listening - with one another.

Curriculum Framework & Considerations (SEL & Cultural Equity)
Across our individual courses, we want our students to...
...encounter & engage with
diﬀerent cultural
“windows and mirrors”
within the curriculum.

...develop an understanding
that people have diﬀerent
perspectives based on their
unique experiences and to
practice perspective-taking
and empathetic thinking.

...recognize and address
issues of social justice.

Cultural Equity within the Curriculum

SEL in Economics (Grades 10-12)
What are the consequences of diﬀerent
economic policies and decisions on my
life & my community?

What motivates people to start
not-for-proﬁt businesses? How
and why do charities exist
within market economies?

What are the relationship dynamics
between politicians and the people
they govern? How do these
relationships impact economic
policy decisions?

How are decisions made and
resources allocated to meet
individual, community, national,
and global economic needs?

How does economic scarcity
impact decision-making on
individual, community, national,
& global levels?

What relationship skills are
applied in negotiating trade & in
the creation of local and
national budgets?

Cultural Equity in Economics
●

●
●
●

Age
○ Unit 1: Retirement Planning
○ Unit 3: Aging Populations & the Economy
Gender
○ Unit 2: Wage & Advancement Gaps
Religion
○ Unit 2: Religious Holidays & the Economy
Socioeconomics & Ethnicity
○ Units 2 & 3: Income Inequality, the Wealth
Gap, & Class Systems
○ Unit 3: Poverty Line
○ Unit 3: Economics & Ethnicity

●

National:
○ Unit 3: What is the
American Dream?

Economics: Next Steps
1. Continue to develop and
align assessments with
essential questions and
unit standards.
2. Evaluate and select text
and/or other resource
options to support
curriculum.

SEL & Cultural Equity in Sociology (Grades 11-12)
How do the concepts of
ethnocentrism and cultural relativism
impact a person’s view & perception
of a culture?

What is the importance of
examining societies and people as
they are and not by the common
perceptions/stereotypes that may
have been formed?

How do diﬀerent sociologists view
diﬀerent social structures and
cultural virtues?

How does society inﬂuence groups and
individuals? How do groups and
individuals inﬂuence society?

How can understanding my
own social context help me
understand myself?

What are the external sociological
forces that shape my life? In what
ways do I interact with these
forces?
How can I be a critical thinker and
problem solver in order to take
eﬀective and informed action around a
sociological issue?

Cultural Equity in Sociology (Grades 11-12)
The following standards are woven & integrated across all four units of the sociology
curriculum (from the National Standards for High School Sociology: American
Sociological Association)
●

4.1 Students will identify common patterns of social
inequality, including:
○
○
○
○
○

●
●

4.1.1 Privilege
4.1.2 Power
4.1.3 Racial and ethnic inequality
4.1.4 Class inequality
4.1.5 Gender inequality

4.2 Students will analyze the eﬀects of social inequality on
groups and individuals.
4.3 Students will explain the relationship between social
institutions and inequality.

SEL & Cultural Equity in Sociology
Comparing Cultures Project (Unit 2):
Students research and evaluate national, political,
ethnic, religious, gender, socioeconomic, and
other cultural/social norms of diﬀerent groups.
➔

Students select and research the
cultural/social norms of a speciﬁc culture
(ex. - Bavarian Culture vs. “German
Culture”) and compare & contrast their own
culture to the culture they’ve researched.

SEL & Cultural Equity in Sociology
Unit 3 Project: Students compare two diﬀerent movements
(one current, one historic) that have primarily relied on
deviance to achieve their goals. Movements to research &
analyze include, but may not be limited to:
Historic Movements
❖

American Civil Rights
Movement

❖

Anti-Apartheid
Movement

❖

Indian Independence
Movement

Current Movements
❖

Black Lives Matter

❖

Standing Rock

❖

#MeToo

SEL & Cultural Equity in Sociology
Family Dynamics Project (Unit 3): Students
examine cultural/social roles, norms, and
representations across the decades, speciﬁcally as
portrayed in media. Students consider & discuss:
○ Family
○ Gender
○ Race
○ Socio-Economics
○ Lifestyle
Students then compare their ﬁndings to research
from the Pew Research Center.

1950s & 60s

1970s

1980s

The
Honeymooners

Samford & Son

Married with
Children

Dick Van Dyke
Show

Good Times
Happy Days

Roseanne

All in the Family

Fresh Prince of
Bel Air

The Andy Griﬃth
Show

Diﬀerent Strokes

Family Ties

The Jeﬀersons

The Cosby Show

1990s

2000s

2010 - Present

Everybody Loves
Raymond

Malcolm in the
Middle

The Carmichael
Show

Sister, Sister

Modern Family

King of the Hill

Everybody Hates
Chris

Fresh Oﬀ the
Boat

I Love Lucy

Blackish

Sociology: Next Steps
1. Continue developing
formative and summative
assessments for each unit of
study, making sure they align
with essential questions &
national standards.
2. Review & select resources to
support the curriculum.

SEL in Contemporary Issues & Project-Based Historical Inquiry (Grades 10-12)
When deciding what direction to take and how to work on their research projects, students will be
prompted to self-assess, self-manage, interact with diﬀerent audiences, and gradually take full ownership
of the entire research process.

Within the classroom, students will
need to be self-aware and self
manage as decision-making will be
gradually be released to students.

The expanse of research, teamwork,
and presentation of materials to not
only peers but parents and the wider
community will push students into
an area of constructive friction.

Students will evaluate & decide
how they believe they work best
and how they can best manage
their time in order to complete
their research project.

The research projects will require
the students to collaborate, interact,
and communicate with others in
order to accomplish their goals.

Cultural Equity in Contemporary Issues
In the early stages of the course, as research methodology is modeled for the students:
Students will examine how marginalized
communities of people throughout history
have attempted to regain their voice through
social and political movements. Group
research topics may include, but are not
limited to:
● Indigenous Culture
● Mixed Race Culture in South America
● Stratiﬁcation of Social Classes
● Historical Signiﬁcance
● The Plight of Wage Laborers
● Decolonization/Neo-Imperialism

Cultural Equity in Contemporary Issues
In the later stages of the course, as the research process & project autonomy is
gradually given over to the students:
Students will engage with the following aspects of culture
in their own research:

Ethnicity
Nationality
Socioeconomic
Religion
Political
Other
Throughout their research, students will practice
perspective-taking and be challenged to take some sort of
informed action around the issue they choose to research.

Contemporary Issues: Next Steps
1. Select professional
learning to support
curriculum work.
2. Develop speciﬁc
assessments and/or
assessment templates,
delineate project
descriptions, and outline
rubrics to be used.

SEL in Black Experience in America (Grades 11-12)
How have the actions of diﬀerent
people - past & present - impacted
social change?

How do we form and shape our identities?
Why do people continue to pursue the
concept of a utopian society?

How have diﬀerent people contributed
to cultural & social norms of a time?

How do diﬀerent people deal with
struggle and hardship? How do they
triumph?

What is a person’s role in society?
What role does a person play in
enacting social change?

How do people weigh the individual
versus the collective good?

How does conﬂict lead to change?

How do social and cultural norms of a
time impact a person’s sense of
self-worth?

Cultural Equity in Black Experience in America
Students will explain the need for social and political reforms and their impact on
the ability of individuals and groups to realize and participate fully in the promise
of American ideals.

●

Groups include immigrants, working poor, women, and minority groups.

Students will evaluate laws, events, and perspectives to determine the extent to
which individuals and groups could participate in, and realize, the promise of
American ideals.
● Groups include former slaves, minority groups, immigrants, women,
businessmen, factory workers, small farmers, plantation farmers, ranchers,
miners. Students should compare and contrast their interpretations of the
American dream and how attainable it was for them, identifying the
challenges these groups faced participating in and realizing this promise.
MO Learning Standards Referenced: 9-12.AH.3.PC.A & 9-12.AH.2.PC.C

Cultural Equity in Black Experience in America
Students will evaluate & draw conclusions about the eﬀectiveness of major
legislation, Constitutional amendments, and court decisions of the Reconstruction
period relating to freed slaves, speciﬁcally in the following areas:
●
●
●
●
●

Rights of former slaves (13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments)
Freedmen’s Bureau
Patterns of discriminatory practices, oﬃcial and unoﬃcial, used to intentionally
restrict the rights and liberties of freedmen.
Jim Crow laws and Black Codes
Plessy v. Ferguson

Students will evaluate the extent & signiﬁcance to which Supreme Court cases and
legislation served to expand equal rights movements. Content may include:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Civil Rights Acts of 1964 and 1968
Voting Rights Act of 1965
24th Amendment
Brown v. Board of Education
Equal Rights Amendment
Roe v. Wade
MO Learning Standards Referenced: 9-12.AH.5.GS.C & 9-12.AH.2.GS.B

Cultural Equity in Black Experience in America
Students will analyze primary and secondary sources to identify
the challenges women, African Americans, and other minorities
faced in American society and evaluate the methods used by
various groups to achieve their goals to determine the successes
and failures of each movement.
●
●

●
●
●

Women: Betty Friedan (The Feminine Mystique), NOW, ERA, Roe v. Wade
African Americans: March on Washington, Freedom Riders, Freedom
Summer, Civil Rights Act, Voting Rights Act, 24th Amendment, CORE,
Brown v. Board of Education, Montgomery bus boycott, Selma campaign,
Black Panthers, SNCC, Little Rock 9, desegregation of the military
Chicanos: United Farm Workers, grape boycott
Native Americans: American Indian Movement (AIM)
Gay rights and liberation: Stonewall Raid
MO Learning Standard Referenced: 9-12.AH.5.CC.D

Black Experience in America: Next Steps
1. Continue curriculum development,
working to select & integrate speciﬁc
historical and present-day moments
that generate civil discourse around
identity, agency, bias, and civil
liberties over time.
2. Create & align unit assessments with
unit standards & essential questions.
3. Review & select curricular resources
necessary to support curriculum.

SEL in Psychology (Grades 10-12)
How do the ideas of in-groups, out-groups,
conformity, obedience, and peer pressure
impact social, emotional, and psychological
development?

How does psychological development
interact with a person’s emotional &
cognitive health?

What are obstacles to problem
solving, decision-making, and
making good judgements?

How is our identity and personality
formed? What role do family & peers
play in this development?

How do the theories of classical
conditioning, operant conditioning,
and observational learning inﬂuence
thoughts and behavior?

What are the impacts of psychological
disorders on the individual, family, and
society?

How does cognitive & social
development coincide with self and
social awareness?

How do internalization and
conditioning of social & cultural norms
impact an individual’s psychological
development?

SEL & Cultural Equity in Psychology
How are individuals
socialized by others, by
culture, and by their
diﬀerent environments? In
what ways can that
socialization be positive
and/or negative?
-----What are the social,
emotional, and cognitive
roots of prejudice? From a
psychological perspective,
why does prejudice &
discrimination exist across
all cultures and societies?

Cultural Equity in Psychology
The following standards are woven & integrated in one or more units of the semester psychology
curriculum (from the National Standards for High School Psychology Curricula). Throughout the
course, students will:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Discuss psychological research examining race, ethnicity, and
socioeconomic status.
Discuss how privilege and social power structures relate to
stereotypes, prejudice, and discrimination.
Discuss the relationship between culture and conceptions of
self and identity.
Discuss psychological research examining gender similarities
and diﬀerences and the impact of gender discrimination.
Discuss the psychological research on gender and how the
roles of women and men in societies are perceived.
Examine how perspectives aﬀect stereotypes and treatment of
minority and majority groups in society.

Psychology: Next Steps
1. Develop & review unit
assessments to ensure
alignment with unit standards
& essential questions.
2. Evaluate and select text and/or
other resource options to
support curriculum.

March 30: Next Steps
● Conclude individual
curriculum work referenced
in individual Course “Next
Steps”.
● Review & select appropriate
resources to support the
curriculum.
● Finalize and align all unit
assessments & rubrics.

Questions/Feedback

